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The prepn. of 5-arylidene-hydantoin derivs. (I), which are opt. substd. on the aromatic 
nucleus comprises condensing the corresp. opt, substd. aromatic aldehyde (II) with 
hydantoin in the presence of at least one ammonium salt of an aliphatic or aromatic 
carboxylic acid. 

(I) are intermediates in the prepn. of phenylalanine and of phenyl alanine derivs. substd. in 
the aromatic nucleus. The process gives higher yields than previous processes using anhyd. 
sodium acetate as the carboxylic acid salt. The previous process required large amts. of 
sodium acetate, while the process of the invention requires smaller amts. of the anmionium 
salt. 

DE Equiv. Abstract : 

DE3013647 C 

5-arylidene hydantoins opt. substd. in the aromatic ring are provided in higher yields by 
reacting (substd.) aromatic aldehydes with hydantoin in the presence of (0.5-2.0 mol per 
moL hydantoin) of the ammonium salt of an aliphatic or aromatic carboxylic acid (e.g. 
ammonium acetate). 

USE - The products are useful intermediates for the prodn, of (substd.)phenylalanine. (4pp) 
EP Equiv. Abstract : 
EP-37479 B 

The prepn. of 5-arylidene-hydantoin derivs. (I), which are opt. substd. on the aromatic 
nucleus comprises condensing the corresp. opt. substd. aromatic aldehyde (II) with 
hydantoin in the presence of at least one ammonium salt of an aliphatic or aromatic 
carboxylic acid. 

(I) are intermediates in the prepn. of phenylalanine and of phenyl alanine derivs. substd. in 

the aromatic nucleus. The process gives higher yields than previous processes using anhyd. 

sodiiim acetate as the carboxylic acid salt. The previous process required large amts. of 

sodium acetate, while the process of the invention requires smaller amts. of the ammonium 

saU. (12pp) 
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